CONCLUSION

Before bringing these somewhat disconnected
accounts of events and personalities to a conclusion, it
seems well to write one more chapter stringing the
beads as it were on to a thread and offering a few
reflections upon the course of events in Polish history
as a whole.

We have seen that Poland enterned into the records
of written history with the making of a great decision.
Thanks to the wisdom of her then rulers, she decided
not to struggle against the advancing Christian faith,
but to become herself a part of the expanding world of
the Church. But even more vital -was the further
decision that Poland should accept Christianity from
the western and Latin world, and not from the eastern
and Byzantine. Truly both Poland and the West have
benefited from this course of events,

Later a period of disunion followed, but reunifica-
tion came about, and that happily as early as the I4th
century, not as a result of bloody war and conflict, but
through the coming together of similar elements under
the aegis of a member of the original dynasty of the
Piasts. The union proved so real and deep and vital
as to survive the Reformation of the i6th century, the
catastrophic invasions of the I7th, the partitions of
the 18th and the efforts at denationalization of the
, and find its happy objective realization in the
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